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Greetings from the
Office of Development!
Before we go any further,
please let me take a
moment to ask, “How are
you?” I truly hope you
are healthy, safe, and
reunited with your loved
ones. We’ve all been
through so much these
past few months. Who
knew the first part of 2020 would be wrought with
such challenges, fears, and devastating loss?

Thank you for your overwhelming kindness and
generosity these past several months. Especially
during such uncertain times, your continued
remembrance of the Sisters, their ministries,
and their care, has been a true source of
encouragement and hope for us. It is with great
love and abundant gratitude that we hold you in
our prayers each day.

Amy Palmer, MA, CFRE
Director, Office of Development

I’m sure I’m not the only one who has set aside
their original plans and dreams for 2020. But I’ve
discovered an unexpected blessing in the letting
go of my own expectations … I’ve found precious
time for prayer, meditation, and gratitude.

Sisters Stay Engaged While
Sheltering in Place
Your continued support, concern, and prayers for
the retired Sisters in the Dominican Life Center
(DLC) has always made a difference, but perhaps
more now, in the months since the Motherhouse
has been closed to outside guests and visitors to
prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus.

It was actually during a recent moment of quiet
that I revisited a poignant memory from last year.
I recalled the unique opportunity I had to be in
the same room with Oprah Winfrey. I was part
of an audience that had been asked to submit
questions that Oprah might answer during her
presentation.
She responded to only two, and mine was one of
them! I had asked, “In the midst of this chaotic
country, what brings you peace?” Oprah so
thoughtfully, but confidently, answered, “Amy, I am
not at peace. I am on my knees praying.” And to
think – that was last year!

The Sisters have been sheltering in place on their
floors and within the small communities of the
three residential buildings of the DLC since midMarch. Yet, this time has produced in the Sisters a
great deal of gratitude and creativity as they find
ways to stay engaged with one another and the
world at large.

As we move through the second half of 2020,
may we join together (and with Oprah) to pray
for peace, understanding, patience, justice,
resilience, and of course, love.

Individually, the Sisters have spent more time in
prayer and contemplation, reading, cleaning out
closets and desks, and enjoying hobbies such
as jigsaw puzzles and crafts. But they have also
(Continued on page 2)
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Updated Furnishings Will Help Sisters to Feel at Home
Thank you for the loving care and concern you
have shown our Sisters, especially those who
have come home to the Dominican Life Center
(DLC) to live after decades of faithful service. Your
commitment to their well-being touches their hearts
and gives us all hope. Amid the current health
crisis, the welfare of our Sisters weighs even more
upon our minds, as we’re sure it does on yours, too.

Jodie Screes, OP. “In order for me to embrace this
reality of my life (growing older), I have a growing
need and desire for quiet.”
Despite being “retired,” our Sisters still have work
they long to do! “Religious life is not a career, it
is one way of being in love with God, one way of
being human for God,” Dr. M. Shawn Copeland, a
Catholic theology professor at Boston College, said
during her presentation at our Congregation-wide
gathering last summer. “The rhythms of prayer,
study, community, and preaching continue in some
form throughout your entire lives.”

Each Sister has her own living space within the
DLC, a sacred place where she sleeps, prays,
and (pre-COVID-19) receives visitors. Most of the
furniture in each small room, however, dates back
to 1965.

Sister Marg Heinz, OP, said this about living at
the Motherhouse: “Living here in Maria (DLC) has
asked of me to live with fewer belongings. But the

“My surroundings are incredibly important to me
because they invite me to silence,” says Sister

Sisters Stay Engaged While Sheltering in Place (Continued from page 1)
found ways to spend time together within their
communities – at a social distance.
“Many of the doors on 4 Regina are propped open
so the feeling of isolation is not present,” said
Sister Maria Goretti Browne, OP. “We meet each
other in the halls and in the laundry room. We are
not isolated, but are contributing to the well-being
of each other.”
Sisters in the 2 South Maria community found a
special way to lift the spirits of the Sisters and
Co-workers throughout the DLC. With the help of
Nursing Assistant Shataya Johnson, a group of
Sisters gather around the nursing station on their
floor – socially distant, of course – and, over the
public address system, sing a light-hearted song
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space I do have to call my own needs to be warm,
inviting, and presentable. My space is a reflection
of me. I want it to be welcoming and loving and a
place of beauty. Beauty is very close to God! My
room might be small for me, but I can find peace
and joy in it.”
Amid the current health situation, our Sisters must
spend even more time than usual in their safe
personal spaces. If you are so inclined, your gift,
large or small, will help make their surroundings
more conducive to a peaceful mind, a happy heart,
and a courageous spirit.
Thank you, and may God bless you for your
generosity and your kind concern for our Sisters!

piped to the entire DLC community. The selfnamed “Southern Belles” perform periodically,
usually after lunch when the Sisters are back in
their rooms. “People enjoy our songs,” said Belle
member Sister Helen McAllister, OP.

Motherhouse. “For me, personally, this was a
delightful contribution,” said Sister Rose Ann
Schlitt, OP, a resident of Weber Center at the DLC.
An experienced seamstress, she organized a
team of Sisters at Weber Center who made more
than 225 cloth masks. Part of a wider effort by Coworkers, other Sisters in the DLC, and Sisters who
live off-campus, they made enough masks for all
who serve at the Motherhouse.

The Southern Belles don’t have a monopoly on
campus-wide entertainment. Sisters on other
floors also sing for the rest of the community,
lightening up the atmosphere.

Like people throughout the world, the Sisters at
the DLC continue to demonstrate compassion,
resilience, creativity, and love during a time
changed drastically by the pandemic.

The Sisters also extend their outreach to the
greater community of the DLC in more serious
ways. Many responded to the request of Lonnie
Kison, Nurse Manager, to help make cloth
masks for Co-workers in Nursing, Environmental
Services, and other critical Co-workers at the
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CARES Act Benefits Donors
• Once capped at 60% of Adjusted Gross Income
(AGI), the CARES Act lifts the 60% of Adjusted
Gross Income (AGI) cap, allowing you in 2020
to deduct up to 100% of your AGI for cash-only
donations.
• This year, corporations may deduct up to 25% of
their taxable income – up from 10%.
And please don’t forget about your qualified
charitable distribution (QCD) from your IRA.
The CARES Act suspends required minimum
distributions (RMD) in 2020, but you still have the
option to direct up to $100,000 per year from your
IRA to a charity, if you so choose.

As part of the recently passed economic stimulus
program, the CARES Act includes incentives
for individual and corporate donors who are
interested in supporting 501(c)3 charitable
organizations.

As always, we encourage you to consult with your
tax professional regarding any charitable giving
and the impact on your personal situation. Thank
you for your continued generosity to the Adrian
Dominican Sisters, especially during these most
uncertain times.

How does this impact you?
• Since the tax reform of 2018, many of you
may no longer itemize deductions. However, the
CARES Act now allows you to deduct up to an
additional $300 on top of the standard deduction.

A Million Thanks
Little things mean a lot. This is especially true in
the strange times in which we are now living.

Your prayers, concern, and friendship also boost
our spirits. You remind us that we are part of a
world-wide effort to deepen our relationship to
God and one another and to live out the mission
that Jesus has given us as Dominicans and
Partners in Mission.

Thanks to all of you, our generous Partners in
Mission, for your continuous support. Your kind
donations ensure that the Congregation has
enough to take care of our retired Sisters in the
DLC and to enhance the formal ministries of our
Sisters serving throughout the United States and
beyond.
Adrian Dominican Sisters
Office of Development
1257 East Siena Heights Drive
Adrian, Michigan 49221

May God bless you and your loved ones in this
time of challenge and change.

Websites: www.adriandominicans.org
www.adslegacy.org
Phone:
517-266-3480
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Find us on social media:

