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1934-2017
Praise the Beloved; Praise be to You in Earth’s sanctuary;
Praise be to You in the mighty firmament.
Give praise with trumpets; give praise with lute and harp.
Give praise with strings and reed.
Give praise with booming drums; give praise with clashing cymbals.
Let everything that breathes praise the Beloved in their lives.

Sister Mary Ann Caulfield, Prioress of the Florida Mission Chapter, used
this Scripture passage, Psalm 150, at the Vigil Service for Sister Dolores
Daehn to evoke the longtime music teacher’s “love of music and her tenacious spirit.”
Dolores was born on August 7, 1934, in Chicago, Illinois, the only child of Robert and Lucy (Stoute)
Daehn. Robert had no religious affiliation at all and Lucy was a Lutheran.
Lucy died when Dolores was just three years old, and the little girl lived with her grandparents, who
although they were not Catholic (and in fact were opposed to the Catholic faith) sent her to parochial
school from first grade on and then to Aquinas High School.
Dolores became a Catholic in September 1952, shortly after her eighteenth birthday, and in early
January 1953, while completing her senior year at Aquinas, wrote to Mother Gerald Barry seeking
admittance to the Congregation. She entered on June 27, 1953, and upon reception into the novitiate
was given the religious name Sister Robert Christine.
When she entered the Congregation, she already had some musical skills in piano and voice
especially, as well as some organ and clarinet. She went on to teach music on the elementary and
high school levels for a total of eleven years at St. Gabriel’s, Detroit; Our Lady of Sorrows,
Farmington, Michigan; St. Mary’s, Chelsea, Michigan; Our Lady of Lourdes, Melbourne, Florida; St.
Rose of Lima, Miami Shores, Florida; and, after a three-year interlude teaching elementary students
at St. Joseph’s, Bronxville, New York, on the high school level at Aquinas College, Nassau,
Bahamas.
She completed her bachelor of philosophy degree, majoring in music and minoring in English and
German, at Siena Heights College (University) in 1963 and, in 1974, earned her master of arts
degree in musicology from Michigan State University. A master’s degree in secondary administration
followed from Florida International University in 1980.
But even after transitioning out of teaching music in 1968, Sister Dolores did not leave the field
behind completely. During the two years (1972-1974) she spent at St. Thomas Aquinas High School
in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, she served as the school’s band director.
Her ministerial life began to take a turn in the late 1970s. After spending four years (1974-1978) as
assistant principal at Immaculata-LaSalle High School in Miami, Florida, Sister Dolores turned to
college-level education, first at Biscayne College (today known as St. Thomas University) and later at
Barry College (University). She taught at Biscayne/St. Thomas from 1978-1980 and again in 1984-85.
The intervening years were spent working toward her doctorate, for which she eventually completed
everything but her dissertation.

1985 brought Sister Dolores the opportunity to take the position of Superintendent of Education for
the Diocese of Palm Beach, Florida, a post she held for the next six years.
From 1991 to 2010, she taught at Barry University, first as an adjunct professor and then as an
instructor, in the Adult and Continuing Education program. It was during this time, in the summer of
1996, that Karin Stahl had her as an art history professor. Karin sent an account of her experience
with Sister Dolores to Adrian to be read at Dolores’s wake service, and it included this:
She was a wonderful professor! What I remember best about her was her creativity and
ingenuity in helping us appreciate art.
For example, Sister Dolores taught us artwork isn’t confined to canvas and paper, it can
be in the work of music and other media. She brought in tapes of “Wonderful World” by
Louis Armstrong, in which he sang: “I see trees of green, red roses too, I see them
bloom for me and you,” and “Vincent” by Don McLean: “Paint your palette blue and gray
… sketch the trees and the daffodils, catch the breeze and the winter chills in colors on
the snowy linen land.” This was a revelation to me – perhaps I could find creativity
through my embroidery, sewing and knitting. I would comfortingly think to myself, “I am
an artist” (of sorts).
… Sister encouraged us to think out outside of conventional thinking patterns. For
example, she taught that Monet implemented the rapid-fire paintings of sunrises and
sunsets, changes of season and instantaneous capturing of light for more accurate
depiction. She pointed out that Monet insisted upon using these methods despite harsh
criticisms from art critics who dismissed him as lazy and sloppy. She added, “History
has proven that he was a very great artist, who thought for himself. Take chances, think
outside the box, all of you!”
Health issues eventually forced Sister Dolores to take up residence at the Villa Maria Nursing Center
in Miami. She died in North Shore Hospital in Miami on September 12, 2017.
“As I perused Dolores’s annals, I noted that she was very conscious of her impact on the environment
and was truly committed to recycling everything she could,” said Sister Mary Ann in her remarks at
the Vigil Service, held four days later in Adrian. Sister Mary Ann continued,
Dolores also prided herself in being a good listener, to both sisters and neighbors who
wanted to share their blessings and/or problems. In her own words, “They know I am an
Adrian and there is a connection.” This was very evident during her time at Villa Maria
Nursing Center. There, her presence drew everyone to greet and interact with her and
she with them.
Most of us know how extensive was Dolores’s love for animals, especially cats. As we
are aware, Pope Francis designated September 1st through October 4th (feast of St.
Francis) as the “Season of Creation.” How fitting it was that she met her loving God
during this time.
Personal remembrances of Sister Dolores were shared at the service by Sisters Jo Gaugier and
Diane Weifenbach. Sister Jo, who had been in Dolores’s crowd, described her as “ever gracious”
despite physical setbacks and said that the last time she had visited Dolores in Florida, about a year
earlier, “I could tell life was tough for her.” Sister Diane, who had met Sister Dolores when both were
freshmen in choral class at Aquinas High School, remembered how they practiced in the hallway on
the school’s top floor, calling it “one of my very best cherished memories of all those years.”

“She was the last friend of my youth,” Sister Diane said.
Sister Maria Goretti Browne preached the homily at the next day’s funeral Mass, at which Father Tom
Murphy of St. Mary’s and St. Joseph’s parishes in Adrian presided.
… Dolores was able to reach all sorts of people in her ministries of music and
education. … We know that she taught many teachers who, in turn, taught many
children so the influence of this professional, dignified, caring, lovely woman extended
outward in many ripples. How many people were drawn to Jesus Christ because
Dolores Daehn cared enough for them! I wonder how many of them became caring
teachers because of what they learned from Dolores.
… Jesus was a teacher while he was on earth. It was not enough for him to SAY the
words, to tell people how to live; Jesus showed us by the way he lived. … Dolores
SHOWED us. She SHOWED us how to be caring persons. She even showed us how to
be perfectionists! Dolores listened. Many people, religious and lay, were able to speak
their blessings and their troubles into her listening ear. Dolores cared. What greater
tribute can there be for a teacher than to have a former student tell of her example and
her care!
… We heard many things about Dolores Daehn last evening and more than all those
facts, we know WHO Dolores was – a strong, prayerful, gracious, happy leader, who
influenced many lives, who prayed for her students, who showed them what it meant to
be holy, to be caring.
Dolores, help us, your Sisters, to continue to reach out beyond our comfort zone – to
care.
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