Sister Nadine Foley, OP
1924-2017
Help us, when the work is done, to have been
Friends of God and prophets. 1
Sister Nadine Foley, known also as Sister Thomas Aquin, was born on April
10, 1924, in Newberry, Michigan, in the Upper Peninsula. She was the first
of eight children born to Thomas and Ursula (Thompson) Foley. Both
parents were born in Michigan and, based on her father’s family, are of
Irish/French heritage. Sister Nadine’s mother was given up for adoption at
birth and nothing is known about her birth mother.
Their eight children were born over a period of twenty-eight years. Her mother was about twenty when
Sister Nadine was born and when the youngest child, Michael, was born, her mother was forty-seven.
In her autobiography, Sister Nadine shared the following memory about her mother.
I still think a lot more about my mother since her death [1997]; she was really a remarkable
woman. She loved school and she was a very good student [but] she never had the opportunity to
attend high school. I realized, as the oldest one, that much of what she wanted for herself she
transferred to me. In the course of time she worked at Newberry State Hospital, a mental health
institution, and later became a licensed psychiatric nurse by taking courses at Northern Michigan
University. When she was 70 she got her high school equivalency from Newberry High School and
we were all there for her graduation.
Sister Nadine’s early years were during the Great Depression. Her education began in Newberry
Elementary School in 1928 and ended in 1941 when she graduated from Newberry High School. Years
later, she reflected on the quality of her education.
If I were to pick out two things that I would credit my Newberry education, it would be music and
speech. We started music in the first grade, and I can remember even in first grade we could read
music with the syllables “do,” “re,” “mi,” etc. We had annual Christmas programs and annual spring
concerts. By the seventh grade we began an extensive speech program. We all had to give
declamations. Then we got into extemporaneous speaking. There is no way I can discount my
elementary and high school education.
During her senior year in high school, SisterNadine was determined to go not only to college but to a
Catholic college. Her introduction to Siena Heights College was through a small ad in Extension
Magazine. A short time later three Adrian Dominican Sisters opened a catechetical center in Newberry.
When Sister Mary Pancratius Barthel, one the catechetical Sisters, learned of Sister Nadine’s interest, she
wrote to Sister Benedicta Marie, who in turn sent Sister Nadine a letter offering her a work scholarship.
That scholarship, along with help from a family friend who paid her tuition for four years, made it possible
for Sister Nadine to attend Siena Heights College.
Sister Nadine credits her final decision to enter the Congregation, at the beginning of the second
semester of her senior year, to Sister Patrick Jerome (“to get [her] off my back”), and to her mother, who
wrote, “I do not want you coming home in June [when] the baby is due; so if you want to enter the
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convent, why don’t you do it now?” Two days later, Sister Nadine entered the postulate on February 2,
1945.
Sister Nadine’s seventy years of ministry began after first profession in August 1946 when she was
assigned to teach science and math at St. Patrick High School in Miami Beach. For the next thirteen
years, her teaching assignments at four more high schools were interspersed with studying full-time at the
Catholic University of America in Washington, DC. She received her master’s degree in biology from CU
in 1949 and her PhD with a major in philosophy in 1956. Then she taught algebra for three years at
Rosary High School. This ended her high school ministry years.
Sister Nadine’s next fifteen years of ministry (1959-1974) centered on college/university teaching, along
with campus ministry. It began with teaching for four years at Barry College, followed with one year at
Siena Heights College. From 1964 to 1968, Sister Nadine served on the campus ministry team at Aquinas
Newman Center at the University of New Mexico. This was followed with one year at the Catholic
Newman Center at the University of Houston.
By this time, Sister Nadine recognized the need to study scripture. She wrote:
…my lack of knowledge of Old Testament studies inhibited me particularly in the ecumenical
aspects of my work in campus ministry. I envision continuing in campus ministry in a suitable place
where teaching in the university might be a possibility.
Sister Nadine applied for a Danforth Grant in campus ministry, which financed her first year at Union
Theological Seminary in New York; the Congregation funded the second year that ended with her
master’s degree in sacred theology. Following her plan, she applied to Drake University and received a
teaching position that included campus ministry.
During her third year at Drake University, Sister Nadine was elected to serve on the General Council with
Sister Rosemary Ferguson, Prioress, from 1974 to 1978. This was the beginning of Sister Nadine’s
sixteen years in Congregation Leadership.
During the 1978 General Chapter, she was elected to serve a second four-year term on the General
Council, this time with Sister Carol Johannes as Prioress. In 1982, she returned to teaching philosophy,
this time at Marist College in Poughkeepsie, New York. It was during her fourth year at Marist, that the
1986 General Chapter elected Sister Nadine Prioress of the Congregation.
The following year, the Leadership Conference of Women Religious (LCWR) elected Sister Nadine
President. According to LCWR’s tripartite governance structure, Sister Nadine served as President-Elect
in 1987, President in 1988 and Past-President in 1989.
During the Wake, the Sisters who served with Sister Nadine on the General Council – Sisters Linda
Bevilacqua, Sharon Weber, Donna Markham, and Attracta Kelley – recalled how her position at LCWR
affected their responsibilities on the Council. They remembered Sister Nadine as an “extraordinary mentor
who trusted us with major responsibilities for the Congregation and put us at ease because of the ease
with which she took herself.” She also was a master of parliamentary procedure. Sister Attracta added,
“Even the Gaelic meaning of Foley describes her, ‘That I may be of use.’”
Sister Nadine’s memories of this period centered on the work of the Constitution Committee, which ended
in April 1989 when the Congregation of Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life in the
Vatican officially approved the Constitution and Statutes. She wrote:
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My experience around the Constitution was also very life giving because of all the people who
were with me: Anneliese Sinnott, Mary Tardiff, Teresa Disch, and Miriam Mullins. Even though we
had to struggle with some issues with Rome, I feel that it was truly inspired. I also think we never
would have gotten it done had it not been for Miriam Mullins. She did all the organizational part and
kept the process going.
During the last twenty-two years of ministry, Sister Nadine served as Historian for the Adrian Dominican
Congregation. She compiled and edited Journey in Faith and Fidelity in 1999, exploring the social change
for women religious after Vatican II. She also authored Mother Gerald Barry, OP: Ecclesial Woman of
Vision and Daring, published in 2000; The Canonical Implications of Ordaining Women to the Permanent
Diaconate, published in 2000; Seeds Scattered and Grown, Adrian Dominican History 1924-1933,
published in 2006; and To Fields Near and Far, Adrian Dominican History 1933-1961, co-authored with
Arlene Bachanov and published in 2015.
During those years, Sister Nadine accepted requests to serve on boards, taught courses on Hebrew and
Christian Scriptures, attended conferences and presented papers, and led retreats. She also participated
in a five-week cultural experience in South Africa with Dominican women and men.
Sister Nadine Foley died on May 13, 2017, at the age of ninety-three age and in the 71st year of her
religious profession.
At the end of the Wake Service, Sister Mary Jane Lubinski, OP, Chapter Prioress, Adrian Crossroads
Mission Chapter, read this remembrance from Sinsinawa Dominican Sister Ann Willits, OP.
Nadine was a paradox, shy and strong, courageous and questioning,
intelligent and doubting, a muffin and a hardboiled egg. A blessing in our
lives and always an Easter joy who both loved applause and shunned
compliments. Without ever standing on a pedestal she washed our feet.
Sister Attracta Kelley, OP, reflected on how the readings 2 Sister Nadine had chosen for her funeral liturgy
reflected the passages that inspired and guided her. Here are excerpts from Sister Attracta’s message.
As we hear this reading from Wisdom, it is easy to think of Nadine. Her wisdom spirit with its own
claim to personal authority is quite evident not only to us her Adrian Dominican Sisters, but to
Sisters in other religious Congregations as well as to so many others where she is known for her
original work toward women’s place in the church and society. She is known and admired for her
many writings, her single-mindedness in restoring the place of women as Holy Wisdom would
ordain it to be.
Nadine’s life as a Dominican was modeled on that of Dominic and particularly on Catherine of
Siena. Nadine devoted much of her energies to draw attention to the relegating and silencing of
women in our Church. She chaired the Symposium on Women’s Ordination in 1975. In her address
to LCWR in 1989 she stated: “There is enough scholarly evidence to question some of the
longstanding assumptions about the exclusivity of Jesus’ call to only male disciples.”
I have always considered Nadine as Lady Wisdom, a true treasure, and even though she was of
our time, I think of her as one of our great foremothers: one who knew us so thoroughly as
Dominican Sisters of Adrian, one who challenged and supported and trusted us, even if somewhat
reluctant to express it aloud.

2

Wisdom 7:22-27, 1 Cor. 12:4-11, John 20: 1-18
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LEFT: Former Prioresses Sisters Rosemary Ferguson, left, and Nadine Foley, center, pose with Sister Janet
Capone, then Prioress of the Congregation, in September 2002. RIGHT: Sister Nadine’s graduation photo from
Siena Heights, 1945

LEFT: Sister Nadine, center, at a 1991 Profession. Shown with her are, from left, Sisters Juana De Los Santos,
Peggy O’Neill, Rosa Reyes, and Marilín Llanes. RIGHT: Sister Nadine, center, at a June 14, 1988 signing
ritual with representatives of Catholic Healthcare West: Sister Therese Marie Perry, SM, left, of the Sisters of
Mercy of Burlingame, California, and Sister Maura Power, SM, right, of the Sisters of Mercy of Auburn.
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LEFT: Sister Jean Tobin, left, and Sister Nadine proofread In Faith and Fidelity, edited by Sister Nadine.
RIGHT: Sister Mary Alice Naour, left, with Sister Nadine

LEFT: Sister Nadine with her parents in the late 1950s. RIGHT: Sister Nadine with Sister Patrick Jerome
Mullins on the day of Sister Nadine’s first profession, August 13, 1946
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Members of the 1986-92 General Council, from left: Sisters Attracta Kelly,
Sharon Weber, Linda Bevilacqua, Nadine Foley, and Donna Markham

Former Prioresses of the Adrian Dominican Congregation pose during
General Chapter 2016. They are, from left: Sisters Rosemary Ferguson,
1968-1974 and 1974-1978; Carol Johannes, 1978-1982 and 1982-1986;
Nadine Foley, 1986-1992; Patricia Walter, 1992-1998; Janet Capone, 19982004; Donna Markham, 2004-2010; and Attracta Kelly, 2010-2016.
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